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Protected Areas of the Maldives – List V4.2 

(updated on 10/10/2024) 

# Name of the Protected Area Atoll Type Category of Protection Original Decree Declared 

Date 

Area in 

Ha 

Date of the 

Latest 

Amendment 

to the Decree 

Amended Decree 

1 K. Kaashidhoo Wetland Area K Wetland Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2021/24 

13/02/2021 42.74 
 

- 

2 K. Maldives Victory Wreck K MPA Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2021/24 

13/02/2021 4.75 
 

- 

3 K. Lions Head (Thilafalhu 

Miyaruvani) 

K MPA Not Assigned E/95/32 27/09/1995 149.77 
 

- 

4 K. Guraidhoo Kanduolhi K MPA Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

E/95/32 27/09/1995 351.18 03/09/2020 (IUL)438-

/ENV/438/2020/150 

5 K. Hans Hass Place (Gulhi 

Falhu) 

K MPA Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

E/95/32 27/09/1995 10.78 05/05/2020 (IUL)438-

/ENV/438/2020/102 
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Area in 

Ha 

Date of the 

Latest 

Amendment 

to the Decree 

Amended Decree 

6 K. Giravaru Kuda Haa K MPA Not Assigned E/95/32 27/09/1995 257.92 
 

- 

7 K. Embudhoo Kanduolhi K MPA Not Assigned E/95/32 27/09/1995 630.66 
 

- 

8 K. Banana Reef (Gaathu Giri) K MPA Not Assigned E/95/32 27/09/1995 177.48 
 

- 

9 K. Nassimo Thila (Lankan 

Thila) 

K MPA Not Assigned 10-C/99/38 21/10/1999 263.83 
 

- 

10 K. Makunudhoo Kanduolhi K MPA Not Assigned E/95/32 27/09/1995 308.37 
 

- 

11 K. Huraa Mangrove K Mangrove Not Assigned 174-AB1/2006/13 14/06/2006 5.34 
 

- 

12 K. Rasfari Region K Island/ 

MPA 

Not Assigned E/95/32 27/09/1995 2424.46 
 

- 

13 K. Thanburudhoo Region K Island/ 

MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

E/95/32 27/09/1995 316.29 05/11/2020 (IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/209 

14 Lh. Kuredhi Kanduolhi 

(Kuredhu Express) 

Lh MPA Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area 

10-C/99/38 21/10/1999 917.97 13/10/2020 (IUL)438-

ENV/438/182 
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15 Lh. Fushifaru Region Lh MPA Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area 

E/95/32 27/09/1995 884.03 13/10/2020 (IUL)438-

ENV/438/182 

16 Lh. Sehlhifushi - Hiriyadhoo 

Region 

Lh Island/ 

Mangrove

/MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/179 

08/10/2020 492.00 
 

- 

17 Lh. Vavvaru, Dhandifalhu 

Finolhu and Dhandifalhu 

Kanduolhi 

Lh Island/ 

MPA 

Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/179 

08/10/2020 687.47 
 

- 

18 Lh. Dhashugiri Finolhu Lh Sandbank

/MPA 

Category 2: Strict Nature 

Reserve 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/179 

08/10/2020 330.37 
 

- 

19 Lh. Anemone Thila Lh MPA Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/179 

08/10/2020 1556.47 
 

- 

20 Lh. Maakoa Lh Island/ 

Mangrove

/Wetland 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/179 

08/10/2020 61.54 
 

- 
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21 S. Eedhigali Kilhi Koattey 

Area 

S Mangrove

/MPA 

Not Assigned 20-H3/2004/67 07/12/2004 770.62 13/09/2018 2018/R-105 

22 S. British Loyalty Shipwreck S MPA Not Assigned 2018/R-105 13/09/2018 64.73 
 

- 

23 S. Kandihera-Maakandu 

Channel (Manta Point Addu) 

S Sandbank

/MPA 

Not Assigned 2018/R-105 13/09/2018 735.01 
 

- 

24 S. Kuda Kandu Area S MPA Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/162 

22/09/2020 462.06 
 

- 

25 S. Maafishi Kilhi S Mangrove

/Wetland 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/162 

22/09/2020 5.86 
 

- 

26 S. Mathi kilhi S Wetland Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/162 

22/09/2020 56.12 
 

- 

27 Gn. Farikede Area Gn MPA Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/129 

22/07/2020 636.75 
 

- 
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28 Gn. Bandaara kilhi and 

sorrounding wetlands 

Gn Mangrove

/Wetland 

Not Assigned 2018/R-106 13/09/2018 41.32 
 

- 

29 Gn. Dhandimagu Kilhi Gn Mangrove

/Wetland 

Not Assigned 2018/R-106 13/09/2018 69.04 
 

- 

30 Gn. Thoondi Area Gn Terrestrial Not Assigned 2018/R-106 13/09/2018 31.78 
 

- 

31 ADh. Hurasdhoo ADh Island/ 

MPA 

Not Assigned 174-AB1/2006/13 14/06/2006 21.56 
 

- 

32 ADh. South Ari Marine Park 

(SAMPA) 

ADh MPA Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area, 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use  

138-EE/2009/19 05/06/2009 5143.41 11/07/2019 (IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/175 

33 ADh. Rangali Kandu 

(Madivaru) 

ADh MPA Not Assigned 10-C/99/38 21/10/1999 861.38 
 

- 
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34 AA. Fish Head 

(Mushimasmigili Thila) 

AA MPA Not Assigned E/95/32 27/09/1995 269.25 
 

- 

35 AA. Karibeyru Region AA MPA Not Assigned 10-C/99/38 21/10/1999 1317.35 
 

- 

36 ADh. Kudarah Thila ADh MPA Not Assigned E/95/32 27/09/1995 269.24 
 

- 

37 AA. Orimas Thila Region AA MPA Not Assigned E/95/32 27/09/1995 1306.72 
 

- 

38 AA. Maaya Thila AA MPA Not Assigned E/95/32 27/09/1995 1024.08 
 

- 

39 AA. Rasdhoo Madivaru Area AA MPA/ 

Sandbank 

Category 1: 

Internationally 

Recognized Area, 

Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area  

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2018/262 

07/10/2018 552.69 20/07/2023 (IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/352 

40 GA. Hithaadhoo Island GA Island/ 

MPA 

Not Assigned 174-AB1/2006/13 14/06/2006 52.97 
 

- 
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Amended Decree 

41 B. The Wreck Of ""CORBIN"" B MPA Not Assigned 138-FS2/1/2011/35 05/06/2011 328.41 
 

- 

42 B. Mendhoo Region B Island/ 

MPA 

Not Assigned 138-FS2/1/2011/35 05/06/2011 1185.10 
 

- 

43 B. Maahuruvalhi Reef Region B MPA Not Assigned 138-FS2/1/2011/35 05/06/2011 1850.94 
 

- 

44 B. Bathalaa Region B Sandbank

/MPA 

Not Assigned 138-FS2/1/2011/35 05/06/2011 692.03 
 

- 

45 B. Goidhoo Koaru B Mangrove Not Assigned 138-FS2/1/2011/35 05/06/2011 14.72 
 

- 

46 B. Mathifaru Hura B Island/ 

MPA 

Not Assigned 138-FS2/1/2011/35 05/06/2011 54.72 
 

- 

47 B. Anga Faru Area B MPA Not Assigned 138-EE/2009/19 05/06/2009 768.86 
 

- 

48 B. Hanifaru Area B Island/ 

MPA 

Not Assigned 138-EE/2009/19 05/06/2009 528.95 05/06/2011 138-FS2/1/2011/35 
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Amended Decree 

49 B. Olhugiri B Island/ 

MPA 

Not Assigned 174-AB1/2006/13 14/06/2006 51.84 
 

- 

50 HDh. Finey Thila HDh MPA Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/150 

17/06/2019 97.49 
 

- 

51 HDh. Innafushi HDh Island/ 

MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/150 

17/06/2019 1361.71 
 

- 

52 HDh. Neykurendhoo HDh Mangrove

/Wetland 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2018/322 

30/12/2018 74.22 
 

- 

53 HDh. Keylakunu HDh Island/ 

Mangrove

/Wetland/

MPA 

Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area, 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use  

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2018/322 

30/12/2018 235.26 
 

- 
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54 HA. Gallandhoo HA Island/ 

Mangrove

/Wetland/

MPA 

Category 2: Strict Nature 

Reserve 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/150 

17/06/2019 250.58 
 

- 

55 HA. Bileydhoo Thila HA Island/ 

MPA 

Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/150 

17/06/2019 4337.70 
 

- 

56 HA. Kelaa Kandoofaa HA Mangrove

/Wetland 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/150 

17/06/2019 111.56 
 

- 

57 HA. Baarah HA Mangrove

/Wetland 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2018/322 

30/12/2018 50.81 
 

- 

58 Sh.  Bolissafaru Sh Island/ 

MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/150 

17/06/2019 950.32 
 

- 

59 Sh. Naalaa Huraa Finolhu Sh Sandbank

/MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/150 

17/06/2019 158.66 
 

- 
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60 Sh. Farukolhu  Sh Island/ 

Wetland/

Mangrove

/MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2018/262 

07/10/2018 509.20 
 

- 

61 GDh. Dhigulaabadhoo GDh Island/ 

Wetland/

Mangrove

/MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2018/262 

07/10/2018 485.39 
 

- 

62 Dh. Fushi Kandu Dh MPA Not Assigned 10-C/99/38 21/10/1999 2357.52 
 

- 

63 B. Dhigali Giri & Dhigali Haa B MPA Not Assigned 10-C/99/38 21/10/1999 88.93 05/06/2011 138-FS2/1/2011/35 

64 N. Bodulhaimendhoo N Island/ 

Mangrove

/Wetland/

MPA 

Category 2: Strict Nature 

Reserve 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/150 

17/06/2019 320.11 
 

- 

65 N. Orimas Thila N MPA Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/150 

17/06/2019 46.08 
 

- 



 

 
 
 

Page 11 of 15 

# Name of the Protected Area Atoll Type Category of Protection Original Decree Declared 

Date 

Area in 

Ha 

Date of the 

Latest 

Amendment 

to the Decree 

Amended Decree 

66 N. Kendhikulhudhoo 

Mangrove Area 

N Mangrove

/Wetland 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/150 

17/06/2019 509.64 15.08.2024 (IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/20,  

 (IUL)438-

ENV/438/2024/347 

67 N. Fohdhipparu Finolhu N Island/ 

MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2019/150 

17/06/2019 321.08 
 

- 

68 R. Villingilee Thila R MPA Not Assigned 10-C/99/38 21/10/1999 263.36 
 

- 

69 V. Miyaru Kandu Region V MPA Not Assigned E/95/32 27/09/1995 1382.54 
 

- 

70 V. Vattaru V MPA Not Assigned 10-C/99/38 21/10/1999 9718.50 
 

- 

71 M. Lazikuraadi M MPA Not Assigned 10-C/99/38 21/10/1999 486.97 
 

- 

72 F. Filitheyo Kandu F MPA Not Assigned 10-C/99/38 21/10/1999 167.34 
 

- 
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73 L. Gaadhoo Turtle Nesting 

Area, Mangrove and 

Seagrass Area 

L Mangrove

/Wetland/

MPA 

Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2021/371 

23/12/2021 614.88 
 

- 

74 L. Gan Boda Fengan’du Area L Mangrove

/Wetland/

MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2021/371 

23/12/2021 15.03 
 

- 

75 L. Bodu Finolhu and 

Vadinolhu Kandu Olhi Area 

L Sandbank

/MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2021/371 

23/12/2021 706.02 
 

- 

76 L. Maabaidhoo Koaru and 

Fushi Kan'du Area 

L Island/ 

Mangrove

/Wetland/

MPA 

Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area, 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2021/371 

23/12/2021 521.08 
 

- 

77 L. Gaadhoo - Hithadhoo 

Kan'du Area 

L MPA Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2021/371 

23/12/2021 776.03 
 

- 
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78 L. Hithadhoo Wetland and 

Surrounding Marine Area 

L Mangrove

/Wetland/

MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2021/371 

23/12/2021 43.30 26/04/2023 (IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/219 

79 S. Maa Killhi and Feheli Kilhi 

Area 

S Wetland Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2020/162 

22/09/2020 25.61 
 

- 

80 B. Innafushi Area B Sandbank

/MPA 

Category 1: 

Internationally 

Recognized Area, 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/484 

02/11/2023 858.60 
 

- 

81 B. Nelivaru Area B Sandbank

/MPA 

Category 1: 

Internationally 

Recognized Area, 

Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area  

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/486 

02/11/2023 665.28 13/06/2024 (IUL)438-

ENV/438/2024/224 
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82 B. Dharavandhoo Thila Area B MPA Category 1: 

Internationally 

Recognized Area, 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/483 

02/11/2023 132.38 
 

- 

83 B. Huraafaru Area B Sandbank

/MPA 

Category 1: 

Internationally 

Recognized Area, 

Category 6: 

Habitat/Species 

Management Area  

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/485  

02/11/2023 694.36 
 

- 

84 V. Huraafalhu Area V MPA Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/494 

01/11/2023 8.84 
 

- 

85 V. Fussarufaru Region V Sandbank

/MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/493 

01/11/2023 3690.38 
 

- 

86 V. Rakeedhoo Corner V MPA Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/492 

01/11/2023 6.34 
 

- 
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87 V. Ruh huri huraa V Island/ 

MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/491 

01/11/2023 106.49 
 

- 

88 V. Thun'duhuraa V Island/ 

MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/490 

01/11/2023 3.57 
 

- 

89 V. Hingaakulhee Finolhu 

Area  

V Sandbank

/MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/489 

01/11/2023 1175.80 
 

- 

90 V. Kashavaru Falhu Area V MPA Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/487 

01/11/2023 978.62 
 

- 

91 V. Huralhu Kandu Area V Sandbank

/MPA 

Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2023/488 

01/11/2023 257.73 
 

- 

92 K. Boduhithi Thila Area K MPA Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2024/282 

01/08/2024 127.48   

93 K. Okkobe Thila Area K MPA Category 7: Protected 

Area with Sustainable Use 

(IUL)438-

ENV/438/2024/283 

01/08/2024 379.24   

 

 


